| INTRODUCTION
Previous studies have reported that Hispanics have a lower perceived risk and lower awareness of skin cancer, 1 and the incidence of melanoma in Hispanics has risen rapidly in the United States, with
Hispanics experiencing more advanced stages of melanoma at diagnosis and poorer disease outcomes than non-Hispanic whites. 2 Considering that high ultraviolet light exposure in childhood is associated with a greater risk of melanoma in adulthood, prevention of melanoma should be targeted toward Hispanic children. This study aimed to contribute to the limited data available regarding the sun protection behaviors, sunburn experience, and differences according to acculturation and skin phototype of Hispanic children.
| MATERIALS AND METHODS
We analyzed the baseline sun protection practices of 2003 Hispanic fourth-and fifth-grade children participating in SunSmart, a schoolbased intervention in Los Angeles, California, from 2013 to 2015. Students responded to the survey without help from parents or teachers, and no students refused to participate. Items included sun protective behavior frequency, sunburn frequency, assimilation to U.S. culture, and skin phototype. Acculturation was measured using the Acculturation, Habits, and Interests Multicultural Scale for Adolescents. 3 We used descriptive statistics to examine the prevalence of behaviors and chi-square tests to determine significant differences for variables. acculturation level was 2.7 (with 8 as the highest level of U.S. acculturation). The most common methods of sun protection included long sleeves, long pants, and shade-seeking (Table 1) . Although more than half of Hispanic children reported wearing protective clothing and sunscreen "often" or "sometimes," 62% had ever sunburned and 59% reported a sunburn since the previous summer. Less acculturated children reported more frequent shade-seeking at home (P = .02), less shade-seeking at school (P = .001), and more sunscreen use at school (P = .02) ( Table 2) . Phototype did not significantly affect the frequency of sunburn or sun protective behaviors.
| DISCUSSION
Although the Hispanic children in our study reported engaging in some sun protective behaviors, the behaviors were not effective, contributing to a high rate of sunburn (59%) that exceeded previous national estimates for non-Hispanic white children (43%). 4 Less acculturated Hispanic children reported more frequent more frequent shade-seeking, a finding observed in studies with Hispanic adults, and thereby possibly attributable to parental influence.
Greater sunscreen use at school may indicate that students are assimilating to U.S. norms, with sunscreen being the most prevalent but least effective method of sun protection. 5 These findings suggest a dangerous intersection of ineffective sun protection, high sun exposure, and resultant sun damage in Hispanic children.
Limitations include reliance on self-reported measures of behaviors, which are subject to recall and social desirability biases. In the context of the increasing rate of melanoma incidence and late-stage melanoma diagnoses in the Hispanic population, sun safety interventions should be targeted toward Hispanic youth.
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